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Introduction about Parental Care 

• Parental care can be defined as an association between the parents and the off  
springs, so as to increase the chances of  the survival of  the young ones, and in 
fishes it includes all the post-spawning care of  the off  springs by the parents.

• The evolution of  parental care is beneficial as it facilitates off  springs  performance 
traits they are ultimately tied to offspring's fitness.

• Parental care is involved in those organisms which produce limited number of  eggs 
to ensure the continuity of  their race.



ADVANTAGES OF PARENTAL CARE IN FISHES

• Survival 

• Protection

• Reproductive fitness contribution

• Enhancing growth rate and quality

• Better Development



DISTRIBUTION OF PARENTAL CARE IN FISHES

Around 77% shows parental care

17% care for eggs only 

6% care for eggs and newly 

hatched ones.



TYPES OF PARENTAL CARE IN FISHES

MATERNAL CARE 

 PATERNAL CARE  

BIPATERNAL CARE



TYPES OF DEPOSITION OF EGGS



Introduction about Parental Care 





1.d. EGGS SCATTERED ON DEAD SHELLS OF 

BIVALVES



Types of Nest Fishes Self-made



1. Basin like nest



2. Circular Nest



3. Foamy Nest



4. Barrel Shaped Nest



Concealing Eggs and Young ones In or On Their Body 



1. EGG CAPSULES 



2. EGGS ATTACHED TO CEPHALIC HOOK 



3. EGGS IN INTEGUMENTARY CUPS 



4. COILING AROUND EGGS 



5.  EGGS IN BROOD POUCHES



5.  EGGS IN MOUTH CAVITY



OVOVIVIPARY



CARE OF INDEPENDENTLY SWIMMING YOUNG ONES




